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Climate Action Planning Institute 
Presentation to Dutchess Cohort

City of Beacon
May 15, 2024

CAPI is a project of the Hudson Valley Regional Council and 
is funded by the DEC Climate Smart Communities Grant 
Program.
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How Does Climate Change 
Affect Beacon?

22

Beacon lies a short 
distance from the 
mouth of the Hudson 
River, in a region with
one of the greatest 
increases in sea level 
rise in the world. –
NCA 2018

Hazards experienced in Beacon
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Disadvantaged Community Zone 
(DAC): Past, Present & Future

• Historical industrial pollution, 
chemical remediation

• High housing costs, especially for 
renters

• Heat islands (low tree cover)
• Long ride to nearest hospital
• Air pollution from I-84, including diesel 

pollution
• Risks from air quality, rising water, 

projected extreme heat

The waterfront tract has a “higher 
environmental burden than 98% of the 
state, making it especially susceptible to 
the effects of climate change.” – 
Highlands Current

https://highlandscurrent.org/2022/04/22/is-beacon-a-disadvantaged-community/
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2021 GHG Emissions
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Inventory report available on City of Beacon website

https://beaconny.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/COB-2021-GHG-Inventory-Final.pdf
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Public Outreach: 
Key Stakeholder Meetings 

55

Stakeholder Group Outreach

Jan 2023-May 
2024

Conservation 
Advisory 
Committee (CAC)

Provided monthly 
updates on CAPI

Jan 2024 City Council Presented GHG inventory 
and overall planning, 
received feedback

Jan  2024 Community/Public Sent email newsletter 
about GHG inventory 
results and overall 
planning 

May 2024 CAC, 
Community/Public

Holding consultation 
period on draft report

Jun 2024 City Council Will present CAP report
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GHG Reduction Goal

• New York State CLCPA (Climate Law): 40% before 2030 
compared to the 1990 base year

• Beacon City Council: Achieve it faster

• Climate action target: 25% reduction from 2021level

6
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Recommended Strategies: 
2023- 2030
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Projected Reductions

8



Click to edit Master title style

9

Impactful actions: 
Geothermal heat at fire station
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Impactful actions: 
Biofilters for methane

10



Click to edit Master title style

11

Ongoing Monitoring & 
Planning

• Conduct GHG inventory every 4 years
• Update Climate Action Plan every 2 years & report on progress
• Institute annual vehicle mileage records
• Maintain membership in ICLEI and utilize technical support
• Coordinate with CAC/CSTF on community-wide GHG inventory 

and climate action plans
• Work to develop public-facing scorecard on CAP progress

11
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Thank you

The City of Beacon is thankful to the Hudson Valley Regional 
Council (HVRC), particularly Mary Lambert, and the International 
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), particularly 
Caroline Dickey. 

It was truly valuable to be part of a cohort with other Dutchess 
municipalities. We thank the eight other teams who participated in 
this process along with Beacon for the exchange of information and 
experiences.

12
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Contact Us
Faye Leone
beaconclimate@gmail.com
917 208 2239

mailto:beaconclimate@gmail.com
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